PETITION 


FOR THE 


PRELA TES 


BRIEFLY EXAMINED. 


VVherein you have theſe pleas for 
Przlacy, diſcuſſed, and anſwered. 


1. Thepretended «Antiquitie of Prelacy. 

2. The qualitie of ſome men who have been Prelates, as Mariyre, 
and Champions for the Truth. | 

3+ The pretended peaceable and praſperous times we have had, un- 


der Prglaticall Government. 
at the phys cup! K. it, 


. The e that many are ſaidgwill take, 
T he pretended univerſall practiſe of the Chriſtian Wor 
The pretended ſutableneſſe of it to the policy of this State. 
T he pretended diſagreeing of ſuch, who defire another Govern- 
ments, 
The continuance of it for many eAges without any alteration. 
Severall arguments to ſhew the unlamfullneſſe of Prelacy. 


© 8 Yane 


— 


E x o p. 21. 5, 6. 


If the Servant ſhall ſay, I love my Maſter , I will not goe out 
free: Then, his Maſter ſhall bring him to the dore-poſt, and 
ſhall bore his care through with an Awle, and hee Kall ſerve 


him for ever. 
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Printed in the Yeare, 1641: 


7 
— 


To the Reader. 


I 7 will ſceme nothing ſtrange, that ami 
Jomany Petitions 8 
alltbe parts of the Kingdome, ſane one 
Id fet forth, and r it; if we 
conſider bow many Papiſts and Popiſhly- aſ- 
feed have for many yeares foand peace and 
eaſe under the ſhaddow thereof : How many 
members of the Prelaricall Hictachy do feele 
their Foendations ſhaken, and thei - 
fred , How many Worldly-men doe fture the 
yohe of Chriſt, and ſhun ts be brought unde 
the obedience of the Soſpell ? And how many 
there be that are miſiahea with the conceipe of 
the externall pumpe an glory of the ¶( vurch of 
the Governing of the Church by the rules of 
humane: policy, and of the dangers Which may 
enſue upon alterations. Wee know that even 


Baal had the men of the Citty who plead- 


42 ed 


o the Reader. 
ed for him: That curſed Iericho found fa- 
dour with Hiel the Bethelite, that many cryed 
out, great is Diana; and that the ruine of Ba- 
bylon, although a matter of Hulelujab to the 
godly,who finde in her the blood of Prophets, 
and of Saints, is bewailed and lamented by the 
Marchants of the earth, and ſuch as harveli- 
eved delicioully with her. The Prelacy was of 
late growne to ſuch Greatneſſe in this King- 
dome, that it were a wonder, if it ſhould not 
find ſome to y hold it; andyet to ſuch Inſolency, 
that it were 4 wonder, iF at this opportunity, it 
ſhould not fall. Wee dee for our parts finde our 
ſelves bound, both to warne, and call upo 

men to be wiſe, and to obſerrue the wonderfull 
Worke of God, left happily they be found figbr- 
ing againſt God, and alſo toremoove ſtumbling 
blocks out of the way , that the weake beenot 
bindered or diſcouraged in praying and petitions 
ing for a Reformation, which is all thatis 
aimed at, is theſe following pages. ; 


The 


\ 
hon. & «- 0 — 


THE 


PRELATICA EL 
PETITION: 


TO THE 
HONOR ABLE, 


THE 
Knights 5 (;itticens, Cc. 
The bumble Petition of, & c. 
HUMBLY SHEWE TH, 


Hr whereas there hath of 
late a Petition ſubſcribed | 
by who pretend to 

be lnhabitants of this Cit- 
ti) been delivered, recei- 


ved, — — in this HoNORABL E 


Houſe, a ſt the ancient, preſent, and b 
Law it ed IRR reg of «4 


Church, and that not ſo much ſor the Re- 
formation of Biſbops, as fox the utter ſub- 


verſion and —_— of E PL 
elle 


(1) 
ſelfe. We whoſe names are under written; 
to ſhew there bee many, and thoſe of the 
better ſprt of the Inhabitants of this Ci 
otherwiſe and better minded, doe humbl 


repreſent unto this Honourable houſe, theſe 
conſiderations following. 


I. That 1 is as ancient as Chri- 
ſtianity it elfe 
| 'Bi 


this Kingdome. = 
IL; ſhops varadhs ohiefeim 
ſtruments in the Reformation of this 
Church againſt Popery, and afterwardsthe | 
moſt eminent Marty rs for the Proteſtant 
Religion, and ſince, the beſt and ableſt 
Champions for the defence of it. 
1 IL This ſince the oy, the 
times have been very peaceable, and 
glorious, notwith 3 Ec Os 
verament in the Church, and there << 
this government can be no cauſe of our un- 
happineſſe. | 
IV. Wee conceive that not6nely mariy 
learned, but diverſe other Godly perfons 
would be much fcandalled and troubled in 
Conſcience, if the government of Epĩſco- 
pacy,conccived by them to be an Apoſtoli- 
call inſtitution were altered, and ſince chere 
is 


is ſo much care taken, that no man ſh6uld 
be offended inthe leaſt Ceremony,we hope 
there will be ſome, that ſuch mens Confci- 
ences may not be preſſed upon, in a matter 
of an higher nature and conſequence, eſſ 
clally conſidering that this government by 
Epiſcopacy, is not onely lavofull and con- 
venient for edification, but likevviſe ſutable 
and agreeable to the Civill policie and Go- 
vernment of this State. 

V. That this Governement is larvfull, it 
appeares by the immediate, uni verſall and 
conſtant practice of all the Chriſtian vvorld 

ounded upon Scripture, from the Apo- 
time to this laſt Age; for above 1500. 
yeares together. It being utterl ! incredible, 
if not impoſſible, that the whole Church 
for ſo long a time, ſhould not diſcover by 
Gods word this government to be unlavy. 
full, if it had been ſo : To which may bee 
added, that the moſt learned Proteſtants e. 
ven in thoſe very Churches, which now 
are not governed by Biſhops, doc not only 
hold the government by Epiſcopacy to be 
lawfull , but wiſh, that they themſelves 
might injoy it. 
Againe, 


Ladies 2 


Againe, that the Government by Epiſco- 
y is not onely lavvfull, but convenient 
l ification, or as much, or more condu- 
cing to Piety and devotion then any other, 
it appeares becauſe no modeſt man denies, 
that the primitive times were moſt fa- 
mous for Piety, Conſtancy, & Perſeverance 
in the Faith, not · withſtanding, more fre. 
quent & more cruel perſecutions, then ever 
have bin ſince, & yet it is confeſſed, that the 
Church in thoſe times was govein d by 
Biſhops. 
Lally That the Government of the 
Church by Epiſcopacy, is moſt ſutable to 
the frame and forme of the Civill govern- 
ment here in this Kingdome, it appeares 
by the happy & flouriſhing union of them 
both, for ſo long a time together, whereas 
no man can give us an aſſurance, hovy any 
Church government beſides this ( whercof 
wee have had ſo long an experience) will 
ſuite and agree with the Civill policie of 
this State: And we conceive it may be of 
dangerous conſequence, for men of ſettled 
fortunes to hazzard their eſtates, by mak- 
ing ſo great an alteration, & venturing up- 
on 


5) 
on a new forme of Government, whereof 
neither we, nor our anceſtors have had any 
tryall, or experience; eſpecially conſidering 
that thoſe, who would have Epiſcopacy to 
be aboliſhed, have not yet agreed, nor (as 
vve are verily perſwaded )ever will or can a- 
gree upon any other Common forme of 
government to ſucoeed in the roome of it, 
as appeares by the many different and con. 
trary draughts, and platformes they have 


made and publiſhed, according to the ſe- 
verall humors and ſects of thoſe that made 


them, wheras, ſeeing every great alteration 
in a Church or State, muſt needs be dange. 
rous, it is juſt and reaſonable that whoſo- 
ever would introduce a new form in ſtead 
of an old one, ſhould be obliged to demon- 
ſtrate and make it evidently appeare afore- 
hand: that the Government he would in- 
troduce, is proportionably ſo much better, 
then that he would aboliſh, as may recom. 
pence the loſſe we may ſuſtaine, & may be 
worthy of the hazard we muſt run, in abo- 
licking the one, and in introducing and ſer. 
ling of the other. But this we are confident 


can never bee done, in regard of this parti- 
cular. 1 And 


And therfore our humble and earneſt re- 
queſt to this Honourable houſe is, that as well 
in this conſideration, as all the other afores 
ſaid, we may {till injoy that Government, 
which moſt prodably holds irs inſtitution 
from the Apoſtles, & moſt certainly its plan- 
tation with our ( briſtian faith it ſelfe in this 
Kingdome,whercir hath ever ſince flouri- 
ſhed and continued for many ages without 
any interuption or alteration, whercby it 
lainly appeares, that as it is the moſt excel- 
2 government in it ſelfe: ſo it is the moſt 
ſutable, moſt agreeable, & every way moſt 
proportionableto the Civill conſtitutions 
and temper of this State: and therefore We 
pray & hope will alwaics be continued, & 
preſerved in it and by it, notwithſtanding 
the abuſes and corruptions which in ſo 
long tract of time through the errors or ne- 
gligence of men have crept into it, which 
abuſes and corruptions beeing all of them 
(what & how many emacs. may bee) 
bur meerely accidentall ro Epiſcopacy. We 
conceive and hope, there may be a Refor- 
mation of the one, without deſtruction of 
the other, which is the humble Suit of &c. 


THE 


17 16 


PETITION 
FOR THE YRELAT ESN 
Briefly Examined. 


EE whoſe names are undermritten, 
to ſhew there be many and thoſe of 
the better ſ⸗ ort of 14 Inhabitants 
of this eo 1 ſe and better 

minded, doe humb repreſent n- 
to this Honourable Houſe, these ſe Conſi _ 

How much better theſe Petitioners are than 
the former, let not their own judgements, but 
their work determine. Wee will not examine 
their mindes, what fon? think, but their confide- 
rations, what they publiſh, which are : 


1. That Epiſcopacy is as ancient, as Chriftianitie it 
ſelfe in this Kingdome. 

This is a conſideration to gaine time by, how 
farre about muſt wee goe to ſearch all antiquitie, 
before the ſtrength of _ conſideration can come 

2 to 


Pet. 


Anſ. 1. 


(8) 
to an iſſue. The moſt ſpeedy and beſt way of de. 
termining, is to goe to that which is moſt ancient, 
the certaine infallible rule. 

2 Hiſtory tells us, that Chriſtianitie came into 
Is Brittani. England by Simon Zelotes, and Joſeph of Arimathes, 


x Fimonem who lived in the times of penning that Scrip- 
aſe. Ned ture, which muſt be the rule of our Church go- 


£ „ Sentz pur ue not off therefore with the ruſt 
ri bit 0- Ante! Wy 
3. of your antiquitie, but give us the gold of divine 
mat been ſem ruth. 

a Philippo A- 

poftolo poſt di ſperonem ex Galliis in Brittanniam miſſum efſe circa annum 
Dom. 63. Eumg, totovite ſue tempore in iis terris Doftrinam ( briſt i tradidiſſe, 
Balens ex Ang licis quibuſdam Scriptoribus inter quos et Gildam nominat,aſſeyerat, 
Cent, 1. Mag deburg.l. 2. c. 2. & Cent. 1. J. 1. c. 10. 


3 If whereſoever mention is made of Biſhops in 
the Hiſtory of Antiquitie, om bring it to prove 
the lawfulneſſe of your Biſhops in controverſie, 
you abuſe the Reader; for we ſay that Biſhops in- 
deed arc ancient, but ſuch Biſhops as the Scrip- 
tures ſpeake of, namely, Presbyters in ſeverall 

Nenn. Hig. Congregations. St. Patrick in his time had foun. 
Britt. ded in Ireland three hundred ſixty five Churches, 
Euſebius J. 5. and ordeined ſo many Biſhops. Exſebius tells us 
c. 16. of one Soticus, Biſhop of the Village of Coman- 
Theod.1.5.c.4. bind; Theodoret of Mares Biſhop of a ſmall rowne 
lerom. Tom. i. j· called Solicha; Jerome of Aſclepias Biſhop of a 
ſmall rowne in Africa. What antiquitie relates 
concerning the government of Churches within 
themſelves, and how ſmaller Churches in villages 

came to be under the power of Paſtors of greater 

Churches in Cities, is very obſervable. a 


(9) 

find it written. The policy of the Churches was Eras /axe tum 
like that ofmembers in one body, where all ſuffer Teal ie fur 
together, and are helpfull each to other: hence we membrorum in 
have ſomany Epiſtles of Churches and Teachers ue corpore: 


writ to others, which came neither from ſubjecti- ana- 


on or authoritie, but from love and deſire of edi- froſpiciunt «c 


fy ing but becauſe the light of the Goſpel, ſet vp fin 47 


in ſome one Citie, by little and little did inlighten Fole aliaran: 
the leſſer Townes adjacent, therefore thoſe Chur- E/ef«ram er 


ches did acknowledge and reverence that Citie, — 


from whence the light of the Goſpel ſprung to v ex inert. 


them, as their Mother; and did conſult with the — — 


Officers thereof in controverſies and things per. ci/ceb2rar, ſed 


taining to the Church 5 and if any thing were not cheritate et 
well done, they did admoniſh and freely rebuke 2 


one another, and friendly ſubject each to other. 70 /ux Evan- 


Thoſe that exceld in gifts Lorded it not over o- fine pute 


thers, but miniſtred unto them; but thoſe Chur. accenſ#, pau- 


ches where the Apoſtles and other eminent men un. 2 
taught, were of great eſteeme and honored accor- daa iin. 


dingly. But this cuſtome afterwards grew to a 0%, & ex le- 
Law, as appeates by the Nicene Councell, where 5,16, af 
ſome Churches, with their Biſhops, are made ſub- erent de@ores 


jeR by a Law, and compeld to obey ſome other T 2 
one 


hurch and her Biſhop. And in this age, ffœtia infg- 


namely, the ſecond Century, the Story ſayth, Ir *** 8 
cannot be ſhewed by the teſtimony of any appro- fu cle 


ved Author, that of ſo many Churches as were Cbriftiane de- 


planted by the Apoſtles, any one did arrogate ſu. — 


fe quaſi ma- 
trem 8 1 bec vero conſuetudo juxta verbum Dei obſervata, hoc ſecu- 
lo & ſequenti in legem abiit, ut in Nicæno Concilio, c. Magdeburg. Cent. 14. 
CP. 7, : 


B 3 periority 


(10) 
periority over others, by divine or Apoſtolicall 
authoritie , neither did other Churches acknow- 
* honour any one of them as ſuperior, whoſe 
Biſhop ſhould have power to appoint Ceremo- 
' nies or make Decrees, to which all ſhould be 
bound. 

4 The Conſtitution of Dioceſan Biſhops in Eng- 
land, was firſt in imitation of the Heathens, who 
had their ArcheFlamins, and Flamins , in ſtead 
whereof that the Chriſtians might gaine them to 

. e. their Religion, the ſeate of the Arch · Flamins of 
phie, — 5 London, Tork, and Cheſter, were changed into the 
the Authors ſeas of three Archbiſhops, and of the Flamins in- 
are cited. tothe ſeas of Biſhops; and one Devotus Biſhop of 
Wincheſter, had all the poſſeſſions of the Pagan- 
Flamins, even twelve miles compaſſe round about 
the Citie conferd upon him and his Clergie, in 
which were conteined thirty-two Villages. 

5 The Chriſtian world knew no Dioceſes made 
polid. de in- UP of many Pariſhes, till the yeare 267. as Polidore 
vent. I. 4. c. 9. Virgill teſtifies, therefore Dioceſan Biſhops can- 

not be ſo ancient as Chriſtianitie in England. 

0 Suppoſe Biſhops were ſo ancient, as you pre- 
tend, yet they may be Antichriſtian, becauſe the 
Scripture tells us, that Antichriſt began to work 
in the Apoſtles time. 

* 2. That Biſhops were the chiefe inſtruments in the 
reformation of the Church againſt Popery- 

Anſ. 1. That ſome good men ſhould not ſee the evill 
of Epiſcopacy in the darkneſle of Popery, it is no 
marvaile. | 

2 If theirplaces were therefore good, becauſe the 


men 


men were inſtruments of reformation, then now 
their places are naught, becauſe they are Inlets 
and inſtrumefits of ſo much corrupting Innova. 


tion. 


Moſt of the Biſhops then were the chiefe hin- 


derers of the reformation, witneſſe Martin Bucer 
in a ſpeech of his to King Edward, Your Majeſtie 
(ſaith he) doth ſee, that this reſtoring againe the 
kingdome of Chriſt, which we require, yea, which 
the ſalvation of us all requireth, may in no wiſe be 
expected to come of the Biſhops, ſeing there be ſo 
few among them which doe underſtand the power 


Martin Bucer 


de reg no Chri- 


and proper offices of this kingdome, and very ma. fi. I 2, c. 1. 


ny of them by all meanes ( which poſſibly they 
can and dare) either oppoſe themſelves againſt it, 
or defer ànd hinder it. 

Had not King Edward, though young, ſet his 
heart for Reformation more than the beſt of the 
Biſhops, it had never proceeded ſo farre as it did, 
when Cranmer and Ridley preſſed him to permit 
his Siſter the Lady Mary to have Maſſe in her 
houſe, the King having heard what they could 
ſay, replyed out of the Scriptures ſo fully, that 
they were inforced to give place to his replication, 
and grant the ſame to be true. Then they after 
long debating with his Majeſtie in this manner, 
laboured politiquely in another ſort, and alledged 
what dangers the deny ing thereof might bring to 
his Grace, what breach of amitie on the Empe- 
rours part, what troubles, what unkindneſſes, and 
what occaſions ſundry wayes it would inforce; 


unto whom the King anſwered, willing them to 
| Content 


ol 
= 
LY |=” WET TR” ll DANES Cc. a . Di el —— * 


'652. edix, the good King had more Divinitie in his little 
oy py finger, than they had in all their bodies. 


content themſelves, for he would, he ſaid, ſpend 


his life, and all he had, rather than to agree and 
grant to that he knew to be againſt the truth. 
The which when the Biſhops heard, notwithſtan- 
ding they urged him ſtill to grant, and would by 
no meanes have his nay. Then the goad King 
ſecing their importunate ſuite, in the end his ten- 
der heart burſting out into bitter weeping and 
ſobbing, he deſired them to be content; whereat 


ro. Mate the Biſhops wept as faſt as he, and acknowledged, 


Pet. 3. Biſhops were moſt eminent Martyrs. | 
Anſ.z, Of many Biſhops there were ſome few Mar- 
tyrs, but what Biſhops were they? Latimer upon 
the comming forth of the fix Articles in King 
Henry the eight his time, did freely and of his own 
accord, refine his Biſhoprick, and when he pur 
off his Rochet, ſuddenly he skipped for joy, fee- 
ling his ſhoulders ſo light, being R (as he 
ſaid) of ſo heavy a burden, and gloried in the 


title of a Quondam. Hooper was another, and he 


t end Mey. Made ſupplication to the King, deſiring his High- 
4 — neſſe — to diſcharge him of the Biſhoprick, or 


els to diſpence with him of ſuch ceremoniall or- 
Epiff. te King ders, as were required of him. Alſo concerning 
Edw.6. Ceremonies, he ſaith thus; Behold how fearfull 
athing it is, though the intent be never ſo good, 


even to adorne and beautiſie the Inſtitutions, De- 
crees, and Ordinances of God, with any device of 
man, without the appointment of God in his 
Word; yea, it is no leſſe abhominable in the fight 


of 


(£3) 
af God, then if a man ſhonid accuſe him of _igno- 
rance and'foolifhmeſſe. Speaking of the Supper Serm. 6. i127: 
of the Lord, he ſaith, The outward preparation 7. 

the more ſimple it is, the better it is, and thenee- 

rar the Inſtitution of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 

If you have bread, wine, a Table, and a faire Ta- 

ble cloth, be not ſollicitous and careful for the 


reſt, ſeeing they are things brought in, not by 
Chriſt, but by opes. He alſo {1 expreſly _— upon 
inſt kneeling at the Lords Supper, the Sur- 7 


fle, with all the monuments, - , and lea. eng rage 
vings of Papiſtry , and that Excommunication the eighth * 
ſhould not be done by the Biſhop alone, but by Command. 
* on. vic ettenat 
Ri when they put on his Epiſc ACT oy Mw? 
2 his degradation be vehemently invegh — 
ed againſt that apparell, calling ic fooli a. 
3 yea too fond * a vice in pl a 
Biſhop Farrer was another Martyr, and he was 4g: & Mey: 
{o — ſet againſt their ſuperſtitious Cere- 8 
monies, that they made an Article againſt him for 
refuſing to weare a ſquare cap. 
What Biſhops have you more that were Mar- 
tyrs, except Cramer, and you ſee what manner 
ofmen — were, and by t ; little 3 von 
noneconformity,you may judge they w ve 
beenas De the x Lax of 8 as 
8 1 they * IM times. . 
ome Biſhops, bei , the 2 
goodneſle of their place, then other Bifhops be- 
ing perſecutors of the Martyrs, as Jenner and 
Garduer, argues the * 1 


(14) 
; If you account ſo highly of the teſtimony of 
Martyrs , heare what that famous Martyr the 
48.0140, Lord Cobham: in Hen. 5. his time faith, that the 
5. 233 · Edit. pope is the great head of Antichriſt, the Prieſts 
* Pre lates and Monkes the body, and Friars the 
taile. 
Pet. 4. And ſince were the beſt Champions for the de- 

fe ence of is, 

The moſt 


Ans. 1. 


deine a Biſhop in every Towne. 
Maſter Tindall in his Book of the obedience of 
a Chriftian man, pag. 114. ſaith, As thou canſt 
heale no diſeaſe, except thou begin at the roote, 
ſo canſt thou preach againſt no miſchiefe, except 
thou begin at the Biſhops. Moreover, in his de- 
fence of the Engliſh tranſlation, he ſaith ; Theſe 
over-ſecrs, which now we call Biſhops, after the 
Greek word, were alwayes abiding in one place, 
to governe the. Congregation there. 
octor Reynolds, as great a Champion for the 
truth, as any ofthe Prelates, in his Letter to Sir 
Francls Knowles, requiring his reſolution, whe- 
ther the authority, Biſhops have amongſt us, he 
Gods 


(15) 
Gods own ordinance, anſwereth negatively, and 
proveth at large by Writers old and new, that the 
now Archbiſhop Doctor Bercreft was in an errour 
for preaching otherwiſe. 
Doctor Falbe againſt the Rhemiſts upon 771 
the x. 5. affirmeth,that albeit for order and ſeem- 
ly government, there was alwayes one principall, 
to whom by long uſe of the Church the name 
- Biſhop was applyed yet in the Scripture a Biſhop 
and an Elder, is of one order and authoritie. 


Doctor Whittaker in his Anſwer to Campian Reſp. ad ca. 
his ten reaſons, ſayes, that jure divine;a Presbyter v% 


and Biſhop are both one, and if Merius were an 
heretike for ſaying ſo, Jerome certeinly was a kin 
to the ſame hereſie. mw 
We might produce many others, as Doctor 
Humphry Holland, Beacon, Bale, Fox, Bradford,and 
others, which of neceſſitie we forbeare, to prevent 
tediouſneſſe. Onely one who himſelfe was a Bi- 
ſhop, and one of the chiefe Champions againſt 
Papiſts, yet acknowledged Epiſcopacy not to be 
by divine right; for citing a place out of A»fs, 
ming that the office of a Biſhop is above the 
office ofa Prieſt, after the names of honour which 


"97 the cuſtome of the Church hath now attained, 
he addes himſelfe, but not by the authority of Fewel! de- 


Ferome , Let Biſhops underſtand, that they are 
above Prieſts, rather of cuſtome, than of any truth 
or right of Chriſts Inſtitution ; and this he doth in 


12 to Harding, pleading ſuperioritie of 
iſhops. | 


C2 5. Since 


the Scripture z where alſo he conſents to that of? 2 4 


Pet. 


peuseabie, bappy, and gloriow, notwithſtanding Epi- 


(16) 
5. Since the Refarmation the times have been very 


7 ernment. 
RS have the times been ſo :? Indeed Bi- 


ſhops and their. Creatures have lived in pompe, 
but how many hundreds of faithfull. laborious 
Miniſters have been caſt out from all their meancs 
of livelihood, themſelves and their families put to 
lamentable extremities 2 how many have been im- 
priſoned and brought to untimely ends there? 
_— —_— been —_— - of their _—_ 

>cuntrey ? What reproaches an 
been caſt upon choſe thar „ 
Church in all the world can ſhew ſuch lamenta- 
ble miſeries, that their Miniſters and people have 
been put unto ſor their Conſciences, and that / in 
things of as lom a nature, as. in cambu 
ſhewed. 
For that proſperitie we have had, na thankes 
to Bifhops; for the lower Biſhops were as-im 
Quoene:Elizabethe time, the greater was oui pro. 
ſperityr: Bur ſincethe Biſhops grow to that haight 
(they were lately in) our: proſperitie bath been: 
as much loſſened ; witneſſe the lamentahlia come 
plants and outcryes of the whole Kingdome 2. 
| hs miſeries cauſed by them; If the lower 
y were, the more proſperous we — then if 
they were not at all, wee may very well expect 
Xritic is the ſame that 


more proſperitie than ever. 
This Argument of p 
Hemhem brought againſt Chriſtians, one S. 
chus againſt whom Frudentius writ in an Epiſtle to 
h | Theoddins 


(17) 
heodoſius the Emperour, uſed this ent to 
perſwade continuance in the old Religion of the 
Romanes, becauſe their Common-wealth had 
been moſt fully flouriſhing all the time they wor- 
ſhipped Iupiter, Apollo, and their other Gods. So 
likewiſe the Heathen perſecutors of Chriſtians u- 
ſed to ſay, when any evill befell them: Now are jr. de 
we not ſo fortunate as we were wont to be, be- Eccl.conrr.z, 
cauſe we ſuffer the Chriſtians, and becauſe wee © 6 16. 
worſhip not our Gods with that zeale as for- 
mgly. 

6. We conceive that many learned andgodly per- per. 
ſons would be much ſcandaliJed and troubled in con- 
ſcience , if the government by Epiſcopacy were al- 


tered. | 

We confeſſe in things indifferent, that gover- 
nours in commanding and all men in — 
ought to be very carefull in giving offence; the 
Seripture layes downe Rules for ordering us in 
things indifferent, which binde Governours aſwell 
as others. The Apoſtles bad as much authoritie 
in the Church as ever any ſince, and yet they durſt 
not enjoyne a thing indifferent, which was offen- 
five, but counted ir neceſſary to abſtain from that 
which was offenſive, though in its owne nature 
indifferent, as in the matter of eating blood, A#. 
15. But in ſuch things herein we are not at all left 
to our libertie, the Rules of offence take no place; 
If any will be offended for doing our dutie, wee 
muſt not there fore forbeare. 
The keeping in of Biſhops in theſe times where-„ 
in God ſo clearly oppoſes op 2 
G3 te 


Anf. 1. 


(18) 
teſt offence that ever was given to the people of 
England, and other reformed Churches, and a ſpe. 
ciall hardning of our adverſaries, even the Papiſts 
themſelves, who doe extreamely contend for E. 
piſcopacy to be jure diuino, witneſſe that Booke 
of Franciſcus 4 Sancta Clara, called Apolegia pro 
Epiſcopi ; and that Cannon of the Councell of 
Trent, If any man ſhall ſay, that Biſhops are nor 


a $i — dixe- 
i ſe 
* br yt above Presbyters, let him be Anathema. And that 


e Aaken: you may ſee, what a „ offence it is, confi- 
tt Concil. Tri- der what miſchievous inferences they make from 
dent. Sei. 23. thence; as that the Miniſters of all reformed 
+ Churches (where 7 is not) are no true 


2 ery to be altogether in- 


;fimant,Epi- Miniſters, and their Mini 


ſcopes frethy- valid, and their Churches to be no true Churches; 
reris jure di- < 


vino quoed po- witneſſe that of Janſenius, cited by Yoetius; b The 


reftatem tum Biſhop onely may call and ordaine Elders, and 


hens whoſoever in caſe of neceſſitie ſhall be ordeined 


ſuperioreceſſe. by the Church and Presbyters, he is no Presby- 
3 4 ter, and his whole Miniſtry is invalid. Alſo that 
flico. ofthe Papiſts, cited by Gerardus, who faith thus; 
boolw Epiſco- e The Papiſt yg this foundation, that Biſhops 
pur pore/t ng. are above Presbyters jure divino, doe inferre, that 
re pretbyterot, Luther had no power of ordaining Miniſters, be- 
& quiconJ*e cauſe he was no Biſhop, but onely a Presbyter 

in ſtatu neceſ- * gt. 
firati, ab Ec-: and by conſe uence, that there are no true Mini- 
_ or pony ſters in our Churches. And no marvaile, if Pa- 
. piſts ſay ſo abroad, when our late Archprelate in 


eſt presbyter, | 
& invelidum efi omne e jut miniſt erium. Voet. 1 cauſ. Pap. l. 2. c. 9. c Vnde 


porro in ferunt Lut herum non babiſſe poteſt atem aliot miniſtros ordinandi cum non 
fuir Epiſcopus , ſed duntaxar presbyter & per conſequens nullos hodie in Eccleie 
noſt ris eſſe yeros miniſt rot. Gerard. de miniſteriq EcclepaTTico. 


open 


(19) 


open Court at home called Reverend Maſter Cal- 


vin Raſcall, and ſaid of thoſe Proteſtant Chur- 
ches, that they were no Churches, becauſe they 
had no Biſhops; now what a ſcandall this is, ler 
the World judge. 

7. That Fpiſcopacy is not onely lawfull, but comve- 
vient for E 8 

What edification have we by Biſhops, unleſſe 
edification of Altars, Images, and Popery ? but 
for edification of ſoules by the Word, who are 
ter enemies thereunto than Biſhops 2 Preach. 
ing twice a day is ſufficient to put a conformable 
Miniſter into x fe black Bill, yea, to ſuſpend him 
from his Miniſtry. In Catechiſing they forbid any 
further expoſition than the giving the bare gram- 
maticall ſenſe of their forme. And for Prayer, 


wherein the Apoſtle makes it a chiefe work of the 


Miniſters of the Goſpell, to give themſelves to 
prayer as well as the Miniſtry of the Word, they 
will ſuffer no other than reading in a Booke and 
ſaying over the fifty fift Canon. 

In other reformed Churches, where are no Bi- 
ſhops, inevery Congregation there is a preachin 
Miniſter, but for England, where is now a ſetl 
maintenance forthe Miniſtery, and as many able 
men as in any other place; yet there are diverſe 
thouſands of Congregations without a preaching 
Miniſtry, and for one Sermon they preach them- 
ſelves, they hinder many hundreds. It is little 
good that Prelates doe in this kinde. More of 
God and his Kingdome hath appeared in ſome 


one Congregation, where a Miniſter hath beene 
whom 


Pet. 


(980 | 
whom they he ſilonced or deprived, than ãa all 
che Biſnops families in Exgland; could any godly 
Miniſter indure ſuch a Pariſh as Lambethis, if 


he had ſuch power to reforme as the Arch-Pre- 
late had. 


When the Parliament hath examined what men 
the Prelates have put into places, it will appeare 
what edification people have had by their means; 
what places have been more miſerably provided 
for in all che —— than thoſe that Prelates 
and Cathedralls have had the diſpoſing of. Nei- 
ther hath this been thorough ſome particular per- 
ſonall corruptions, but the whole Kingdome can 
witneſſe, how generally this hath beene ever ſince 
the reformation ; and if this be your edification, 
_ beſeech the Lord in mercy to deliver us 

om it. 


8. Epiſcopacy is ſuteable and agreeable to the ci- 
villpolicy and government of this State. 
What is by divine Inſtitution, is agreeable to 


all States, and whar is againſt it,cannot be agree- 
ableto any Chriſtian govemment. | 


We ſee by our neighbours how agreeable ir 
hath been to civill government; hath it not en- 


dangered to bring all things into confuſion a- 
mongſt them. 


We our ſelves have had full experience, how 
the Prelates and that faction have ſtopped the 
courſe of Law, and lifted up themſelves above it. 
Priefts in pariſhes above the Magiſtrates there, 
and Biſhops above the Nobles. The government 
of our Kingdome is by Parliamentary and Com- 

mon 


(ar) | 
men Law, but they ſcek to rule againſt either, as 

appeares by their Commiſſion, which they have 

got for the high Commiſſion. In the coppy wher- 

of theſe are their words; That you our laid Com- a'coppy or e 
miſſioners, and every of you, diligently and high Commiſ- 
faichfully execute this our Commiſſion, and every p22 forcaules 
and branch — in manner and forme a- in E land, 
aid, and according to the true meaning there- 4 

of, notwithſtanding any appellation, provocation, 1 
priviledg or exemption in that behalfe to be had, 4. caro. 

made, pretended or alleadged by any perſon or 
perſons, reſident or dwelling in any place or pla- 
ces, exempt or not exempt within theſe our 
Nealmes of England, and Ireland, and Dominion 
of Wales, any our Lawes, Statutes, Proclamations, 
or other Grants, Priviledges, or Ordinances 
which be or may ſeeme contrary to the premiſſes 
notwithſtanding. 

King Philip the husband of Queen Mary thought 
it ſo mronſiſtent with Civill government by the 
Nodilitie, that upon his death-bed calling his 
Sonne unto him, he gave him this counſell; If Grim#ove. 
you intend to rule by your Nobles, keepe your 
Biſhops low, and if you would rule by your Bi- 
ſhops, keep your Nobles low. What diſturbance 
in Civill States this power of Prelates with Ki 
hath made, our Engliſb Records doe ſufficiently 
reſtifie, which no true Engliſh ſpirit can reade or 
relate without a ſadned ſpirit. Matthew Paris in 
his Hiſtory tells us of the great power that Peter 
Biſhop of Wincheſter, and Peter Rivall,the Biſhops 
Couſen, with other 8 had with K. 54 3. 

reat 


4 


Mat bew P- 
rit. 


Great 
ſell the Kings heart was turned from the love of 


(22 ) 
ints were made, that by their coun- 


his ſubjects, and the hearts of them from him, and 
diſcord was fown amongſt them; and that by the 
ſaid counſell of the foreſaid Biſhop and his fel- 
lowes, King Jabs the Kings Father, loſt firſt the 
hearts of his Barons, after that loſt Normendy, and 
after that other Lands alſo, and in the end waſted 
all his treaſare, and the —_— for a long time 
after had no quiet. By the ſaid counſell alſo, 
England that was the Prince of Provinces, be- 
came Tributary. Moreover, through their wic- 
ked counſell, faith the Story, at this preſent, great 
rbation ſeemed to hang over the Realme ; 
if it kad not been for their counſel], and if that 
true juſtice and ju ent might have been ad- 
miniſtred unto the Kings ſubjeRs, theſe tumults 
had never been ſtirred, and the King might bave 
had his Land unwaſted, and his treaſure unconſu- 
med. The faid Biſhop impiouſly tels the Nobles, 
that the King right well might call unto him what 
forreiners and ſtr he liſted, by whom he 
might be able to bridle his proud and rebellious 
ſubjects, and ſo to keep them in awe and good or- 
der : Whereupon the Nobles in great perturba- 
tion departed, promifing amongſt themſelves in 
this I. which touched the ſtate of the whole 
Realme, they would conſtantly joyne together, 
even unto death. 

The great diviſions in the Common- wealth 
preſently after Canſtantines time, were made by 
the Biſhops ; which the Hiſtorians of thoſe times 
doe plentifully teſtiſie. This 


(33) 

This is not our judgement alone, heare what 
Maſter Tindal ſaith in his booke of Chriſtian o- 
bedience ; Woe unto the Realmes where Biſhops 


verily untothe Realmes with their Counſells, as 
wolves unto the ſheep,or the foxes unto the geeſe. 

In France the Reformed Churches not under 
Biſhops, are as good and faithfull ſubjects unto 
their Prince, and ſo acknowledged by himſelfe, 
though of another Religion, as any hee hath. 
Hence it appeares, that that government which 
is not Prelaticall, may ſtand with the peace and 
civill on - a State as well as it. : 

9. That this government is lawfull, er 
the immediate ps conſtant practice of lt the Chr. 
ſtian world, grounded upon Scripture from the Apo- 
fles time to this laſt age, for above fifteene handred 
yeares together. | 


To that which they fay, its grounded upon 
Scripture, we ſhall ſpeak afterwards, but to ſay 


that this was the practice of all the Chriſtian 
world for fifteene hundred yeares, is a bold aſſer- 
tion. We finde in Hiſtory 
Scotland was not governed by Bi 
tweene foure or five hundred yeares after Chriſt 
although it had flouriſhed in the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion two or three hundred yeares before. 

We anſwer as before, its true indeed, that in 
all times for fifteene hundred yeares there were 
Biſhops, but in this time of the Apoſtles and pre- 
ſently after, Biſhops were much different from 


thatthey are now ; as | 1285 
D 2 I. Thea 


are of the Kings Councell; as profitable are they 


Pet, 


Anf. 1, 


that the Church of Febaunc: as 

s Cilt be- 27. Ln Hi 
for. de geſt i: 

3 Kcotor. c. 2. 
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1. Then they were Parochiall not Dioceſan. 
2. Even in thoſe times when Epiſco 


Ken of Bi 


to grow to ſome height, yet the ele 


ſhops was by the whole Church, but it is not 
ſo now. 


3. There was not that ſuperioritie of them over 
other Miniſters as there is now. 


4. They challenged not the power of Ordina- 
tion and Church cenſures to themſelves, as now 
they doe. "4 
Theſe foure wee undertake now to ſhew you 
briefly, becauſe ere long you ſhall have them diſ- 
cuſſed more largely upon another occaſion. 


For the firſt; Biſhops were Parochiall not Dio- 
ceſan ; for there were Biſhops of Villages and 


ſmall Townes, as SoJomey in his ſeventh booke 
teſtifies; and according to Euſebius , Churches 
wherein were Biſhops, were called Pariſhes, lib. 3. 
44. lib. 4. ep. 21. J. 2.6.6. 


' 44Phi- Ignatiss ſaith, Every Church ſhould have her 
lat, Communion Table, and every Church her Bi. 


ſhop. 
ame. |. 1. ep. And Cyprian ſaith, The bounds of a Church 
47. 53.68. were not greater than — might call together 

the whole multitude about the affayres of it. 

For the ſecond , Theſe Biſhops were choſen 

Lubre fp Ga. by che whole Church. Ambroſe ſaith, That is 

truely and certainly a divine Election of a Biſhop, 

which is made by the whole Church. 
Platin.in vis Platina tells us, that Ludovices the ſecond com- 
Adriexi ad. manded by his Letters, that the Romans ſhould 

chooſe their owne Biſhop, not looking for ſt 


ran- 
gers 


(25) 
gers to meddle in it , for it belonged tothe Ci- 
tizens. 


eAmbroſe complaines to Nepotianus of the great Ambroſ. ey. aa 


diſorder in the clergy , that they run to Biſhops Npetienam, 


Suffragans, certaine times of the yeare, and bring- 
ing ſome ſumme of money, they are ordained be- 
ing choſen of none ; And the Biſhop without any 
lawfull Election is choſen in private of the Ca- 
nons or Prebendaries onely, without the know 
ledge of the people. 

For the third; They had not ſuperioritie over 

other Miniſters, as they have now. 
The Helvetian Confeſſ. 5.13. hath theſe words, 
Equall power is given to all Miniſters of the 
Church: from the beginning no one preferred 
himſelfe before another, ſaving onely for order, 
ſome one did call them together, propounded the 
matters that were to be conſulted of, and gathered 
the voices. 

The honour of a Biſhop being taken from the 
reſt ofthe Miniſters,and given to one, was the firſt 
ſtep to Papacy. 

33 of Ordination belonged likewiſe to 
Presbyters, for beſides the evidence of Scripture; 
the third Canon of the Councell of Carthage 
ſaies; The — giving the bleſſing, let all the 
Elders there pre ſent lay on their 8. 

That they had not the power of Church cen- 


Moſcalm. 


ſures to themſelves, Cyprian ſaith, that the Presby. cr. ep: 14, 


ters and other Church Officers have as well pow. 
er to abſolve, as the Biſhop. And in another place, 
for as much as abſolution belongs unto all, Lalone 
c e 


Ep, 19. 


r r 


Aug. lib. 3. 


contr. Permen. 


Ferom: ad De- 
netriad. ep. 1. 
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And Auguſtine, it helpeth much to make the 
party more aſhamed, that he be excommunicated 
by the whole Church. 

Jerome, The Elders have intereſt in other cen- 
ſures of the Church, and the Chutch ir ſelfe in 
excommunication. 

Now if there be ſuch difference betweene our 
Biſhops and the former, why do you againe bring 
their antiquitie ? your repetition leads us in our 
anſwer to come againe to the ſame thing; may 
not all ſee how egregiouſly you ſeeke to deceive 
the Reader with great words, in pretending that 
Dioceſan Biſhops were of ſo long ſtanding, be- 
cauſe Biſhops were. We ſee by this deceit, how 
dangerous it is to take words that are common to 
many things, and appropriate them to a particu- 
lar, if it once gaine the appropriation of a name 
or title, it will ſoone challenge the thing it ſelfe, 
and the keeping up the name after it hath been a- 
buſed, will keepe up the thing it ſelfe, and there- 
fore no marvaile though men contend ſo much 
for keeping the name of Biſhops. We findein the 
notes of the Rhemiſts upon that ger 1 Tim. 6. 
v. 20. They contend much for the keeping their 
old termes, let us keep our forefathers words, ſay 
they, and we ſhall eaſily keep our old faith; let 
them ſay amendment, let us ſay penance, let them 
fay the Lords Supper, let us ſay the Maſſe, let 
them ſay the Communion Table, let us ſay the 
Altar, let them ſay Elders, Miniſters, let us ſay 
Prieſt, let them ſay Superintendent, let us ſay 
Biſhop, &c. They and wee all have experience 


what 


(37) 
what power words and names have, the ſpirit of 
theſe 1 have been _ in many of out 
men, they began to alter the former ) 
but told you at firſt, they megne no 212 
words and names they put upon things, and now 
in this controverſie about Epiſcopacy, their chiefe 
prevailing Argument, is the very word Biſhop, 
which we acknowledge to be a Scripture word, 
but applied ſo as they doe, to a certaine kinde of 
ſuperior Officer in the Miniſtry of their owne de- 
viling, when God gives it to all Miniſters of the 
Goſpell; this we ſay hath much evill in it, and 
the retaining of it, in this ſenſe, is very dange- 
rous. 

10. The moſt learned Prote fi ants in thoſe Chuy- px. 
ches which now are not governed by Biſhops, doe not 
oncly hold the government to be lamfall, but wiſh that 
they themſelves may enjoy it. | 

This is boldly Rd Put we know the quite con- A 
trary to to be true, both by their writings and by p,,, g is. 
thoſe that have lived amongſt them. Gerard, in mſdidioais gu- 
whom wee may ſee the minde of the reformed [7 e zx. 
Churches as much as in any, faith; Wee doe not oper er Pref 
acknowledge any inequalitie of juriſdi a ĩon that 2s ine. 
Biſhops have over Presbyters jare d;vino, ſeeing [„ gy 
the contrary may be gathered out of Scripture, as cam ex /erip- 
from A. 20. 17,18. and divers other places by '** otras: 


him cited. He alſo brings the teſtimony of le- 44 


rome, Ambroſe, Auſtin, Sedulius, Primaſins, onſ red mini. 
9 


ftomus, Theoderet, Oecumeniss , and Theophy Ecdl, b fol. 

Bellar- Chemier de 

Fee 
Occumentcs, 
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and anſwers the contrary Arguments of 
mine, Cbamierus alſo who fully knew the minde $ 
| the 


\ 
. d 
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the reformed Churches, ſaith thus : That in the 
firſt beginning of the Churches , there were no 
ſuch Biſhops as were afterwards inſtituted, to 
wit, ſuch as ſao jure were over the Clergy, ſuch 
ſaith he, were not inſtituted by Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles, and becauſe that is beſt which is firſt, it 
were better for the Churches, if they were all e- 
ſteemed to be of equall right and degree; and 
when that diſtin order of the Biſhops from the 
Presbyters was firſt brought in, the Biſhops were 
not the Monarchs of the Church, nor had power 
over the Clergy, but only ſome of the chiefe were 
choſen to goe before others in deliberation and 
compoſing of matters. And leſt you ſhould think 
the judgement of the Divines of the Reformed 
Churches to be altered, take what Voetius Pro- 
feſſor of Verecht hath formerly writ, and of late 
ſaid. What he hath writ, you may read in his lear- 
ned Tractate de deſperata cauſa Papatas; where a- 
a Ex ſuper mongſt much againſt Epiſcopacy, he hath theſe 
bundanti pro- P pacy 
bamus non eſſe paſſages : * Wee have more than abundantl pro- 
Jure divine ved, that pretended Epiſcopacy is not jure divino. 
* 7 Againe, ® either we are not hereticks in this point, 
b Aut nos non Or the Fathers and Doctors are hereticks with us. 
fumu beretici And that you might not flatter your ſelves in con- 


bac in parte 


aut parres & ceiting, that the reformed Churches wiſh for your 


dodores iti government, he ſaith, Wee who have not that 
nobi ſcum ſue- 


re berctici, Order of Biſhops, ſtand not in need of them from 
c Er nos qui the Engliſh And for his ſpeech, when Biſhop Hall. 
W boo in defence of Epiſcopacy came forth, he ſaid, 
remus eg eti- What will this poore fellow doe © he hath of late 
an indigemus read many Lectures againſt the ſuperiority and 

uriſdiction of the Biſhops. 11. Againe, 


ab Anglicanis. j 
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Here you repeate the argument of A tiquitie 
againe, and cry up your great Piana, but concer- 
ning the Epiſcopacy of the Primitive times, we 
have ſaid enough be fore. The bringing this over 
againe, with ſo faire a gloſſe, is but to deceive the 
World. 

12. That the government of the Church by Epiſco- 
pacy, is molt ſutea le to the frame of the Civill ge. 
wernment in this Kingdome, appeares by the happie 
and flouriſhing union of them both for ſo long à time 
together. 

Conſidering what perſecutions and diſtractions 
there have been in both Kingdomes, by meanes of 
them, neither wee nor the other K ingdome have 
cauſe to boaſt much of flouriſhing happineſſe. 
What good hath been by the union of the King- 
domes, cannot be attributed ro the Prelates ; but 
what evill hath come by the diſunion, hath been 
apparantly by them. | 

I 3.No man can give  aſſurance,how any Church go- 
vernment beſides this w. l ſute well wth the ciuill po- 
licy of thu State. 

Waatſocier we deſire in this kinde, is no other 
then according to the Word, and wee and you 
may aſſure our ſclves, that o log as wee walke 
according to that rule, peace ſhall be upon us, and 
upon the [ſracll of God. 

This is an argument, Pagans have uſed againſt 
the Chriſtians, wee have worſhipped our Gods all 


ſhip, we know not what — will be. 


Wee 


11. Againe, the government of Epiſcopacy c. 
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this while, and if we bring in any new way of wor- /r«. * 
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Wee ate already ſure that Epiſcopall govern- 
ment hath been a wofull trouble and diſturbance 
to ours and other States, as hath been ſhewed be- 
fore. 
14. We conceive it may be of dangerous conſequence, 
for men of ſetled fortunes to hazard their eſtates, &c. 
This ſeems to be a threatning clauſe, as if ſome 
miſchic vous thing were intended by the Epiſco- 
pall party, ſutable to the expreſſion of one who 
labouring to promote the petition, urged it with 
this argument, that there would be no living for 


men in England, unleſſe they would ſubſcribe 
to it. 


15. Thoſe who would have Epiſcopacy aboliſhea have 
not yet agreed, nor as wee are perſwaded ever can or 
will agree upon auy other common forme of Govern- 
ment. 


If Epiſcopacy were gone, the agreement would 
be eaſie; as we ſee in Scotland, while Epiſcopacy 


was 1% them, there was no ſmall diſagree. 


ment, but fince the remoyall thereof, they are of 
one heart and minde. 


There is no government in any Reformed 
Church, from which there are ſo many rents, un- 
der which there are ſo many diviſions, as that go- 
vernment of Epiſcopacy which wee have in Exg- 
lau. 

Many men are afraid to diſcover themſelves 
freely, for feare if Epiſcopacy hold, it will be 
hereafter revenged upon them, having had ſo 
much N e of the cruelty of men in that 
place, whereas if it were downe, they would be 
more 
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more free to ſhew their opinions, and to cloſe 
with their brethren in the truth. 

Reformed Churches in all places doe agree, 
and why ſhould not wee thinke there would be 
agreement amongſt us, if Epiſcopacy were re- 
moved? 

They who ſeeme moſt to differ, yet they differ 
not one from another ſo much, as they all differ 
from Bpiſcopacy. They profeſſe one to another, 
that they can walke as brethren together in en- 
; oying communion one with another in peace and 

ove. 

You ſeeme to rejoyce in the „ 1 of diſ- 
ſenſions between others, thinking thereby to gaine 
time, but that you may ſee, there is not ſo vaſt a 
difference amongſt us as you think, in theſe things 


wee are all . 
Church diſcipline is to be learned from the 


plaine and perfect Word of God, and in ſuch par- 
ticulars as are common to the Church with other 
Societies, is to be directed by the light of nature, 
the Church obſerving alwayes the generall rules 


ot the Word. 
A particular Church conſiſteth of ſuch as in the 


uſe of the ordinances of Chriſt, doe joyne toge- 
ther in one body and ſocietie, to walke in all the 
wayes of Chriſt ; neither are there any other 
members of a particular Church, but ſuch as in 
profeſſion are beleevers and Saints. 

The Church may have no office nor office- 
bearers, but ſuch as are by divine appointment, 
which are Elders or „ more J 

2 Ys 
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ly, Paſtors,” Teachers, Elders, and Deacons , by 
which Chriſt hath provided for all the neceſſities 
of the Church. 
Although the civill and Eccleſiaſticall govern- 
ment be different kindes of governments, yet it is 
a principall part of the civill Magiſtrate, who is 
keeper of both Tables, to have a care of the 
Church, and to exerciſe his authoritie for the 
preſerving of Religion , and for the peace and 
ſafety ofthe Church, and where the Magiſtrate 
doth his dutie, it is a ſpeciall bleſſing of God, and 
he is to be obeyed in all things lawfull. 

Each particular Church hath her owne power 
and authoritie, and the uſe and benefit of all the 
Ordinances of Chriſt, neither is there any thing 
to be done without the expreſſe or tacite con- 
ſent of the Congregation, in matters which 
are proper and peculiar to a particular Churc 
whether in election or ordination of Miniſters, 
or in admitting or excommunicating of mem- 
bers. 


It is in many reſpects expedient both for the 
members of each Church, whether Minifters or 
people, and forthe right governing and well-be- 
ing of the particular Churches in a Nation pro- 
feſſing Chriſtian Religion, that beſides their par- 
ticular aſſemblyes and Elderſhips, they conveene 
by their Commiſſioners, Miniſters, and Elders 
in greater Aſſemblyes, that matters that concerne 
all the Churches within their bounds reſpective, 
may with common advice and conſent be agreed 
upon for their good and edification. | 


16. 1: 
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I6, It is juſt and reaſonable, that whoſoever would 
introduce a new forme, ſhould be obliged to demon- 
ſtrate aforehand, that the government be would intro- 
ance, be much better than the other, and able torecom. 
pence the loſſe thereof. 

There can be no loſle of an evill, and therefore 
you need not call for a recompence either before 
or after, ſeeing Prelacy is an evill, as wee have 
proved and ſhall prove, it is neither to be recom- 
po nor moderated, nor reſerved, but preſent- 

y and wholly to be taken away, what ever the 
conſequence may be. The preſence of an errour 
hinders men from eng the truth; if the govern- 
ment be for the preſent hurtfull, and the exerciſe 
miſchievous to others, we need not, wee ought 
not to ſpare it till we know what ſhall come in the 
roome. 

And further we all ſee a platforme before us a- 
mongſt our brethren in the reformed Churches, 
which we conceive would give ſatis faction inthe 
maine, being according to the former fix Propo. 
ficions, and what alteration is to be made in ſuch 
things wherein one reformed Church differs from 
another, theſame may be effected withmore peace, 
than the Epiſcopacy can be continued. 

17. Wee may ſtill enjoy that government, which 
moſt probably holds its inſtitution from the Apoſtles. 

Wee are glad you ſuſpect your cauſe ſo farre, 
having no other than a ſandy foundation of pro- 
babilitie; what an evill is it that ſo many thou- 
ſands have ſuffered ſuch ſore things, in ſoules and 
bodies, in eſtates, liberties, and names, for meere 
_ pro- 
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probabilities, we bleſſe God we have more to 
ſay for our cauſe againſt Epiſcopacy than proba- 
bles, and our reaſons from Scripture are theſe, 

The whole charge of all the affaires of the 
Church of Epheſus was left to the Elders, Act. 2c. 
where Saint Paul tells them, that the holy Ghoſt 
had made them overſeers over that flocke which 
they were , and the word ſignifies in the 
judgement of all, both to feed and torule. 


Whatſoever you make to belong to Epiſcopa- 
cy,as Epiſcopacy, is either matter of juriſdiction, 
or ordination. Juriſdition doth not belong to the 
Biſhop ; for our Saviour Chriſt ſaith, Goe tell the 
Church, which Church to interpret of one man, 
is againſt that place, becauſe he faith, Nhatſoever 
gee binde, againſt the courſe of Scripture, becauſe 
one man is never cald a Church, and againſt com- 
mon ſenſe, becauſe the word Church, there ſig- 
nifies an aſſembly. And for Ordination, the A- 
poſtle ſaith unto Timothy, The gift that is in thee, 
which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on 
of the hs of the Presbyterie, 1 Tim. 4. 14. there- 
fore Ordination alſo belongs unto the Elders. 
Wee finde no rules, nor inſtructions in Scrip- 
ture for the ordering of Biſhops, as diſtinguiſhed 
from other Elders, Paſtors, and Teachers, and 
therefore wee cannot beleeve, that there is any 
ſuch diſtinct office : Fndicent nobis loca, as Voetius 


doeetiu t canſ. ſpeakes, let them ſhew us thoſe places of Scrip- 


de ſperat. Pap. 
l, 58. YT 


ture, where is that peculiar Miniſtery, and where 
are thoſe ſpeciall inſtructions which belong to the 
Biſhops alone, and not unto other Paſtors ? 

We 
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We finde in the judgement of the holy Ghoſt, + 
that a Biſhop and Elder are all one, as appeares 
Abt 20. by comparing the ſeventeenth verſe 
with the twenty eight; thoſe that are called EL 
ders in the ſeventeenth, are called Biſhops in the 
twenty eight; which the Engliſh tranſlates Over- 
ſeers, and onely here. So Titus 1. 5. compared Ex hoc lece 
with the 7. where thoſe who are ſaid to be Elders pang ey 
in the fift verſe, are each of them called a Biſhop fuife Epi/ce- 
in the ſeventh ; otherwiſe there ſhould be no force hr 47 * 
in the Particle, For, This is the arguing of the rant prechyre- 
Apoſtle, ordaine Elders, verſ. 5. if any be blame. 1 a 
_ verſ. 6. for a Biſhop muſt be blameleſſe, Apoſtaicaco- 
A ; men particuls 
Frodytrk gd fur foe ime, enter e, vii, lere, r . 
phos. juriſdifio grade difftrt a prechyters oportet eſſe ſine ks & wins 
uxerit virum. Gerard. 
One Biſhop now hath Juriſdiction over diverſe 5 

Counties and hundreds of Churches, but in the 
Apoſtles times, there were diverſe Biſhops in 
every Citie. Titus 1. 5. Elders in __— 
who (as we have proved before) are the lame 
with Biſhops, Phil. 1. 1. Bifſbops and Deacons 
at Philippi; Its certaine in theſe places they were 
not all Chriſtians, it is moſt likely, very few of 
them, and yet thoſe few had divers Biſhops ſect 
over them ; other kinde of Biſhops than theſe the 
Scripture knows not. Yet in theſe times the El- 
ders had extraordinary gifts, as appeares James 
the fift, where the Apoſtle ſets downe a rule for 
all Churches in thoſe times, that when any Pre 

ck, 


e miniſt erio Eecie ſiaſtico. 


W 
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ſick, the Elders ſhould anoint him with oyle, 
and ſo he ſhould recover; it then Elders had then 
miraculous giſts, and yet there were divers ap- 
pointed for every Citie, then it cannot be con- 
ceived, that now when Eldets have no ſuch extra- 
ordinary gifts, yet that one ſhould be (et over ma- 
ny Counties, it may be thouſands of Congrega- 


tions. 


The Scripture ac knowledgeth no ſuperioritie 
or inferioritic between Officers of the ſame kinde. 
One Apoſtle was not over another, nor one Evan- 
gcliſt over anotl er, nor one Prophet over ano- 
ther (indeed the Scripture ſaith, the ſpirits of the 
Prophets are ſubject to the Prophets, but this 
ſubj-Rion was mutuall, one not having more 

ower over another, than that other had over 
(Fo ) neither is one Deacon over another; and 
whart colour of reaſon can be given, that one Pa- 
_ or Teacher ſhould have power oyer ano- 
ther. 

There is no mention in Scripture of any under 
an Apoſtle or Evangeliſt, that did performe any 
work of office in any place but in his owne par- 
ticular Church; the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, 
which are made diſtin officers in the 4th of the 
1 „ had their Commiſſion generall for all 
places without any limitation; but in this latitude 
of their Commiſſion, they have no ſucceſſours. 
There was no place where Apoſtles or Evange- 
liſts came, but they had the ſame power, which 
we ſuppoſe none of our Biſhops dare arrogate to 
themſelves. If therefore they ſucceed not Apo- 


ſtles 


' 


* 
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ſtles and Evangeliſts in dhe efle of their 
Commiſſion, chen Perk 
thoſe Paſtors and Tcachers, whom wee finde the 
holy Ghoſt hath ſer over particular Congrega- 
tions. | | 
If Church Officers be not limited to ſeverall 
tions, then there is no limitation by 
any divine Inſtitution, and if ſo, then a Paſtor 
may have many, yea, all Churches in the world 
under him, and ſo the Popedome muſt be gran- 
ted at moſt inconvenient, and not againſt any di- 
vine Inſtitution, If it ſhould be ſaid, that though 
one can overſee divers, yet it followes not that 
he can overſee all. We anſwer, that no man can 
overſee diverſe, but by ſubſtitutes, and by ſubſti- 
tates he may overſce all, and ſo the difference 
will be onely in the inconvenience, and not inthe 
ualawfulnedſe, which is in the nature of the thing. 
You have here our Argyments, and if they be 
weighed without prejudice , ſurely you your 


ſelves will judge them to be more than probabi- 


lities. Wee have not anſwered to every 
of this Petition; for wee finde many = 
Onely one paſſage there is more, which we ean- 
not paſſe by, to which wee anſwer briefly, and 
W have d *. 1 
18. Tes ſay, that this government by Biſhops, 
hath _— many 4 2 without 4 xt - 
on 


If an alteration be made unto the better, what 
cauſe hath any to complaine, Nxllas pudor eff ad 
F 


meliors 


muſt be of 
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weliora tranfire, 4mbroſ. Epiſf. 3 1. ad Falens. It is 
no ſhame to 74 l 5.1 
If this government hath beene without amy 
alteration, thea it is the ſame every way that it 
was before the Reformation, and if ſo, chen it 
is the very ſame which Antichriſt had retamed 
many hundreds of yeares. Now wee will leave 
it to the conſideration of any indifferent man, 
whether he can thinke in his conſcience, thut it 
is any way probable, that Anticheiſt ſhould 
retaine the government of Chriſt fo long in 
the ſimplicitie and puritie of it. Is it not the 
great deſigne of Antichriſt , to lift up himſelſe 
above Chriſt and his people? and by what 
meanes could he more readily effect᷑ this, than 
by — the ogy ＋ 2 Had hee of 
er to doe it, ſeeing for many yeares 
and what he liſted in the Church Kl doctrines 
that ſtood in his way, he hath corrupted, - 4nd 
can it be thought, that he ſhould leave govern- 
ment intire, according to inſtitution, which was 
moſt oppoſite to his deſigne? Pride and arro- 
gancie, cauſe men above all things to ſeeke to 
bring government under their owne wills; and 
who ever ſince the beginning of the world 
ſweld with more pride and arrogancie than An- 
tichriſt hath done, which es by his in- 
terdicting of Kingdomes, and bringing Princes 
under his feet. But now wee hope God will 
ſtirre up the ſpirits of the Princes of the earth, 
to caſt off with indignation, that baſe bondage 


and 
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and Babyleniſh ; have ſo long been 
a for n, Fock wer and all übe 


Churches of Go », both doe, 


and ſhall cry to heaven 
to haſten, 


